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$21 MILLION RELEASED TO AID CITIZENS WITH HIGH UTILITY COSTS
 THOUSANDS OF LOW INCOME FAMILIES MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR LIHEAP DOLLARS 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. --The Tennessee Department of Human Services recently released $21 million 
dollars in federal Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) funds to 19 community 
services agencies across the state.  The LIHEAP program is a year-round energy assistance 
program. An individual or family must sign up with their local agency, which determines eligibility 
for the program. Priority is given to individuals with disabilities, the elderly and low income families 
with children under 6-years old. 

"The LIHEAP program used to be thought of as an emergency aid program or a summer or winter 
assistance program, with sign-up times limited to a few times a year” said DHS Commissioner 
Gina Lodge. “The public needs to know that they can go to their local agencies any time during 
the year to sign up for the LIHEAP program.  Assistance will be provided as long as the funds are 
available.” 

The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program is 100% federally funded through a grant from 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  Eligibility for LIHEAP benefits is based on 
established federal poverty guidelines, and documentation of household income is required.  
Tennesseans whose household income does not exceed 125 percent of federal poverty guidelines 
(that’s $25,000/year for a family of four) are potentially eligible for the program.  The assistance 
does not go directly to the client. Instead, it is made in the form of a payment to the utility company 
or home energy provider. If eligible, the client could receive up to two payments a year.  

The LIHEAP program also consists of crisis assistance.  Those eligible citizens must be served 
within 48 hours of application or 18 hours if the household is in a life-threatening situation. 

More than 60,000 Tennessee families are assisted each year through the LIHEAP program. 

For a list of local LIHEAP agencies where applications for heating assistance can be made, please 
click on the following link: 
http://state.tn.us/humanserv/adfam/liheap-agencies-05.pdf 

For more information about the Department of Human Services and its programs, please click on 
the following link: http://www.state.tn.us/humanserv 
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Community Service Agency Name SFY 2007- 2008 Allocation 

Blount County Community Action Agency $311,214 

Bradley-Cleveland Community Services Agency $304,571 

Chattanooga Human Services Dept.       $1,077,464

Clarksville-Montgomery County Community Action Agency $426,856 

Delta Human Resource Agency    $394,667
(serving Fayette, Tipton & Lauderdale Counties) 

Douglas-Cherokee Economic Authority, Inc.      $1,101,265
(serving Cocke, Grainger, Hamblen, Jefferson, Monroe & Sevier Counties) 

East Tennessee Human Resources Agency      $915,701
(serving Anderson, Claiborne, Morgan, Campbell, Scott & Union Counties) 

Highland Rim Economic Corporation       $275,374
(serving Dickson, Stewart, Houston & Humphreys Counties) 

Knoxville-Knox County Community Action Committee $1,314,344 

 

 

 

 

 

Metropolitan Action Commission (Davidson County)     $2,033,299

Mid-Cumberland Community Action Agency      $1,514,539
(serving Cheatham, Sumner, Trousdale, Rutherford, Robertson, Wilson  
& Williamson Counties) 

Mid-East Community Action Agency       $303,555 
(serving Loudon & Roane Counties) 

Northwest Tennessee Economic Development Council     $986,427 
(serving Benton, Carroll, Crockett, Dyer, Henry, Lake, Gibson & Obion Counties) 

Shelby County Community Services Agency      $3,992,781

South Central Human Resource Agency       $1,396,612
(serving Bedford, Coffee, Giles, Lewis, Lincoln, Wayne, Franklin, Maury, Perry,  
Lawrence, Marshall, Hickman & Moore Counties) 

Southeast Tennessee Human Resource Agency      $705,488 
(serving Bledsoe, Grundy, Marion, McMinn, Meigs, Polk, Rhea & Sequatchie Counties) 

Southwest Human Resource Agency       $997,132 
(serving Chester, Decatur, Hardin, Hardeman, Haywood, Henderson, Madison &  
McNairy Counties) 

Upper Cumberland Human Resource Agency $1,279,531 
(serving Cannon, Cumberland, Dekalb, Fentress, Overton, Pickett, Putnam, Warren,  
White, Van Buren, Clay, Jackson, Macon & Smith Counties) 

 

 

 

 

Upper East Tennessee Human Development Agency  $1,825,795 
(serving Carter, Greene, Hancock,  Hawkins, Johnson Unicoi, Sullivan & Washington Counties) 

****Allocations are based on the U.S. Census poverty level data for Tennessee counties**** 
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